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Volvo Am azon Model Range
I  make  no  apo log ies  f o r  a  repea t  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  wh i ch  has  appea red  many
years  ago.  lV ly  in tent ion is  to  g ive a  gu ide to  newer  members who are not
ve ry  f am i l i a r  w i t h  t he  120  range .

The  ca r  was  i n t roduced  i n  ' 1957  
i n  a  4  doo r  sa loon  powered  by  t he  816

eng ine .  ( tSZg  cc ) .  The  p roduc t i on  t ook  a  wh i l e  t o  ga in  i t s  s t r i de  and  t hen
in  1961  the  B1B  eng ine  was  i n t roduced  (1786  cc )  and  a t  t h i s  s tage  t he  ca r
was  i n t roduced  to  t he  UK  marke t .  The  2  doo r  sa loon  was  a l so  i n t r oduced
bu t  was  no t  impo r ted  t o  t he  UK  un t i l  a  4  doo r  sa loon  p roduc t i on  f i n i shed .
The  es ta te  ca r  ve rs i on  came  i n  1962 ,  t hen  i n  1967  the  2  doo r  sa loon
appea red  i n  t he  UK ,  Th i s  had  been  ava i l ab le  i n  o the r  marke t s  o r i o r  t o  t h i s
bu t  w i t h  t he  i n t r oduc t i on  o f  t he  140  range  i n  1967  4  doo r  sa loons  we re
d  i scon t i n  ued .

The  B20  eng ine  was  i n t roduced  i n  1968  (1986  cc ) .  P roduc t i on  o f  es ta te
ca rs  f i n i shed  i n  1969  and  t he  rema in ing  2  doo r  sa loons  we re  d i scon t i nued
i n  J u l y  1 9 7 0 .

Wha t  causes  t he  mos t  con fus ion  a re  t he  badges  t he  ca rs  show i . e  121 ,
122s and 123GT.  Volvo have type numbers for  each body s ty le ,  120 for  4
door  sa loons,220 for  esta tes and 130 for  2  door  sa loons.  However  esta tes
and 2 door  cars ,  do not  have the badges 131 or  221 but  the cars  are
badged  as  t he  121 ,  122s  and  1  23GT badges  depend ing  on  t he  mode l  and
the  t ype  o f  eng ine  f i t t ed .  To  f i nd  t he  answer  as  t o  wha t  an  Amazon ' s  rea l
ident i ty  is  you have to  re fer  to  the or ig ina l  type p la te  mounted on the
b rake  and  c l u t ch  peda l  box  i n  t he  eng ine  compar tmen t .0n  a  b l ack  and
s i l ve r  p l a te  unde r  t ype  (o r  t yp  i n  Swed i sh )  t he re  i s  a  f i ve  f i gu re  number .

The f i rs t  two f igures re la te  to  the body -  12 ind icates a  4  door  sa loon
22  a  5  doo r  es ta te  and  13  a  two  doo r  sa loon .  ( t h i s  a l so  i nc l udes  t he  t 239 t )
The  nex t  f i gu re  re l a tes  t o  t he  eng ine  1  a  s i ng le  ca rbu re t t o r  2  a  tw in
ca rbu re t t o r  bu t . 3  i nd i ca tes  a  spec ia l  as  i n  t he  1239 t .  ( bu t  no t  t h ree  ca rbs )
O f  cou rse  you  can  see  a  ca r  w i t h  a  121  badge  wh i ch  has  a  tw in  ca rb
eng ine ,  t o  check  t he  eng ine  i s  a  p rope r  tw in  ca rb  one . . a l so  has  t o  re fe r  t o
the  eng ine  number .0 f  cou rse  t h i s  can  be  a  t r ansp lan t  f r om ano the r
vehic le .  The four th  f igure is  the spec i f ica t ion 2  ind icates a  s tandard
spec i f i ca t i on  and  3  a  spec ia l  spec i f i ca t i on  as  i n  t he  123GT.O the r  f i gu res
re la te  to  USA Norway and Denmark spec i f ica t ions.  The f i f th  f iqure re la tes

to  the gearbox 1 = M30 3
speed  s tanda rd  veh i c l e ,  2  :
M 3 0 s s p e e d , 3 = M 3 1  s
speed p lus overdr ive,  4  =
M 4 0 4 s p e e d , 5 M 4 1  = 4
s p e e d  p l u s  o v e r d r i v e , 6  =

120 Type Pla te

Number  Type Cam

Automat ic  t ra  nsm iss ion.
A sketch of  the Type Pla te
fo l l owed  by  a  l i s t i ng  o f
Type Designat ions f rom the
V o l v o  W o r k s h o p  m a n u a l
are shown ( thanks to  Volvo
C a r  C o r p .  f o r  a l l o w i n g
reprod uct ion. ) .
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